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RESUME OF EDWARD ALLAN OLSEN 
Edward A. Olsen was born in Brooklyn, New York. 
After service in the U.S. Army he graduated in 1968 
from the University of California, Los Angeles with 
a B.A. in History. lie completed advanced Japanese 
language studies at Stanford University's Inter-
Un ivers ity Center in Tokyo and received an M.A. in 
Asian Studies in 1970 from the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley, writing a thesis on Japans's post-
\·tar anned forces. lte completed his Ph.D. in Inter-
national Relations at American University's School 
of International Service, writing his dissertation 
on the applicability of It.& H. Sprout's "ecological 
perspective" to East Asian political cultures. 
After a brief stint teaching undergraduates at 
George Williams College, he joined the Department of 
State's Bureau of Intelligence and Research Office 
of East Asian and Pacific Affairs. lie served in that 
office covering Japanese and Korean affairs from 
1975-1980. Since 1980 he has been Associate Professor and Coordinator of Asian 
Studies in the Department of National Security Affairs. Since 1986 he also has 
served as Associate Departmental Chainnan for Instruction and Academic Associ-
ate for Area Studies. In July 1988 he was made ful 1 professor and Associate 
f.hainnan for Research. 
The author of two books and co-editor of two books, he also has authored 
over 100 articles and 16 book chapters. llis major research interests focus on 
l/.S.-Uortheast Asian strategic relations, U.S. policy-making toward East Asia, 
fast Asian political development and U.S. human rights policy. lie currently 
also serves as Director of the U.S.-Korea Project for the Northern California 
World Affairs Council in San Francisco. 
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